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and put American workers at a greater 
disadvantage. Come to my district and 
I will show you the empty fields that 
used to employ thousands of American 
workers before NAFTA, which I op-
posed. Our trade policy might help cre-
ate jobs and improve the quality of life 
for workers in other countries but not 
in the United States. 

f 

PIRATES OF THE LAKE 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Fal-
con Lake in Zapata County, Texas, is 
one of the best bass fishing spots in the 
United States. The lake is an inter-
national boundary between Texas and 
Mexico. That piece of paradise has been 
intruded on this month by the lawless-
ness seeping over from the Mexican 
border. In two separate incidents, U.S. 
fishermen have been robbed at gun-
point on Falcon Lake by Mexican pi-
rates who held AR–15 rifles to their 
heads. In one holdup, an American fish-
erman was robbed of all of his money. 
In the other pirate raid, fishermen 
were robbed of their boat, their money 
and left naked on the Mexican shore. 
The pirates were in a commercial fish-
ing boat, dressed in black paramilitary 
garb carrying automatic weapons. 

What are these pirates doing on Fal-
con Lake? Are they moving drugs or 
people or worse across the water? We 
don’t know. In the 1800s, Thomas Jef-
ferson sent the Navy to protect Ameri-
cans from pirates in the Mediterra-
nean. This administration is blissfully 
silent about the pirates on Falcon 
Lake. Meanwhile, the border war con-
tinues. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

WHERE ARE THE JOBS? 

(Mr. MICHAUD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, in re-
sponse to the Chamber of Commerce’s 
recently released report that claims 
U.S. free trade agreements have sup-
ported 5.4 million jobs, I have only one 
thing to say: Not in my district. Since 
January of 1994, employment in the 
manufacturing industry in Maine has 
declined by nearly 40 percent. Just ask 
the Mainers who used to work at 
Knight C-Low-Tex in Lisbon Falls or 
those that used to work at Allen Ed-
monds Shoe Corporation in Lewiston. 
The Department of Labor recently cer-
tified them to receive trade adjustment 
assistance, proof that their jobs were 
lost as a result of our failed trade poli-
cies. Our U.S. trade policies might cre-
ate jobs for big corporations based in 
Washington, D.C., but it takes them 
away from middle-class families in 
Maine. 

SHORT LINE RAILROAD TAX 
CREDIT 

(Ms. JENKINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. JENKINS. Short line railroads 
located in my district, including those 
in Chanute, Pittsburg and Humboldt, 
serve a critical role in transporting 
grain, cement products, steel and other 
industrial-based products to the na-
tional freight rail network. The short 
line tracks in Kansas and across the 
Nation have benefited from the section 
45(g) short line railroad tax credit 
which expired at the end of 2009. With-
out this credit, short line railroads 
would lose critical resources used to 
upgrade infrastructure or create jobs, 
and rural businesses would not have 
the rail services they need to compete. 
That’s why we must find a responsible 
way to extend the tax credit, like H.R. 
1132, that would extend it until 2012. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
this important legislation to ensure 
short line railroads continue to thrive 
and provide valuable services on Main 
Streets across America. 

f 

CANCEL ALL FEDERAL CON-
TRACTS WITH BRITISH PETRO-
LEUM 

(Mr. GUTIERREZ asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Yesterday I urged 
my colleagues to stop drilling leases 
from going to BP. We need action now. 
If Congress can stop BP from receiving 
government leases, then BP can and 
should stand for Banned Permanently. 

But why stop here? We must go fur-
ther. Today I urge my colleagues to 
join me to cancel all Federal contracts 
with BP. How much money are we 
talking about? In 2009 alone, the De-
partment of Defense paid at least $1.5 
billion to BP—$1.5 billion with a B. In 
other words, big profits for them. 

We need to audit and to stop our tax-
payer dollars from going to BP, a com-
pany pumping millions of barrels of 
black poison into our water and to-
wards our shores. Let’s ban perma-
nently BP’s black poison and eliminate 
BP’s big profits along with their Brit-
ish pollution. 

f 

VALUE-ADDED TAX 

(Mr. GUTHRIE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, about 1 
month ago was Tax Day, the day that 
hardworking Americans sent their 
money to Washington. And sadly, the 
President and the Democrat majority 
in Congress continue to advocate for 
policies that increase taxes and add 
more government spending, both of 
which are already out of control. Presi-

dent Obama has refused to renounce 
the idea of forcing a value-added tax on 
the American people, and his economic 
team has already run the numbers. The 
value-added tax is essentially just a na-
tional sales tax that hits everyone who 
buys any goods, which will cost Amer-
ican families thousands of dollars. This 
European-style tax wouldn’t replace in-
come taxes in this country—it would 
be on top of them. It’s time for Con-
gress to put the American people first 
and simplify a complicated and over-
reaching tax code. The American peo-
ple know that we can’t spend and tax 
our way back to a growing economy. 

f 

COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION 
REFORM 

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACA. Congress is elected to 
solve difficult Federal problems, not 
walk away from them year after year. 
Health care reform was a difficult Fed-
eral problem with many months of de-
bate and difficult votes, but we did it. 
Immigration reform is also a difficult 
Federal problem. At this moment, fam-
ilies are being torn apart. Children and 
parents live in fear of not seeing each 
other at the end of the day. In fact, 
there are cases where our own soldiers 
are returning from serving overseas, 
only to find their spouses deported. 

Where Congress comes up short, 
States like Arizona are in full speed, 
enacting misguided laws like SB 1070 
that are inspired by hate and racism. 
This bill hurts everyone who looks dif-
ferent, whether they’re an American 
citizen, lawful immigrant, or undocu-
mented immigrant. It violates our civil 
rights. The question now is, Is Congress 
willing to work together in a bipar-
tisan fashion to fix a system that is 
broken? Families across America have 
waited long enough for immigration re-
form. We must deliver just like we 
have on health care reform. 

f 

FOREIGN-HELD DEBT 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Last 
week we learned that Uncle Sam ran 
up the largest deficit for April ever. 
Equally alarming is that our deficit is 
being financed by countries such as 
China, our biggest holder of U.S. Gov-
ernment debt. Equally important, a 
former Chinese military official re-
cently suggested the Chinese should 
consider dumping U.S. treasuries in re-
sponse to the recent Pentagon decision 
to sell defensive weapon systems to 
Taiwan. 

To raise awareness of the threat to 
our economy and national security of 
our exploding deficit and debt, yester-
day I introduced the Foreign-Held Debt 
Transparency and Threat Assessment 
Act. This bill would require a better 
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